
INTRODUCTION.

MHS. DE MORGAN, in her Memoir of Augustus De Morgan (p. 281),
writes: " It was in the year 1864 that Mr. Arthur Cowper Ranyard and
George [De Morgan, her son] were discussing mathematical problems
during a walk in the streets, when it struck them that ' it would be very
nice to have a Society to which all discoveries in mathematics could be
brought, and where things could be discussed, like the Astronomical.' It
was agreed between the young men that this should be proposed, and that
George should ask his father to take the chair at the first meeting."

The Society, whose formation resulted from this conversation, was
originally styled the " London University Mathematical Society," but, aa
Prof. De Morgan objected to this title, it then had the name of " University
College Mathematical Society " given to it. We believe that a preliminary
meeting was held on November 7th, 1864, and that the final change of
name to " London Mathematical Society" was then made.*

The first meeting, at University College, on January 16th, 1865, was
presided over by Prof. De Morgan, who gave an inaugural address on the
objects at which the Society ought to aim and the best mode of attaining
those objects.

The proposed rules of the Society were read by Mr. Kisch, the Acting
Secretary (for that meeting), and were approved by the persoixs present,
subject to revision at the next meeting.

The following officers were elected:—President, Prof. De Morgan;
Vice-President, Dr. Hirst; Secretaries, Messrs. Cozens Hardy and H. M.
Bompas; and Mr. Cozens Hardy was further requested to act as Treasurer.
The other members of Committee were Messrs. W. Watson, P. Magnus,
E. H. Busk, M. N. Adler, D. L. Alexander, F. 11. Dasai, A. C. Eanyard,
and B. Kisch.

In an obituary notice of Mr. Ranyard (Vol. xxvi., pp. 554-557), we have
endeavoured to clear up some of the obscurity which now hangs over the
early days of the Society.

NOTK.—The Historical Preface tor a Catalogue of Boohs belonging to the
Mathematical Society (London, 1821), in the library of the present Society,
contains the rules, &c, which i%egulated the affairs of a Society which
flourished from 1717 to 1845, when it was merged in the Astronomical
(now Royal Astronomical) Society. " It was originally a plain Society,

• Thu question of omitting " London " from the Society's title wus miscd at u meeting hold
on Juno 101 h, 1886, iiml almost unanimously decidod in tlio negative.
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belonging to the studious artizan." De Moivre is said to have been a
member of it, but this statement has not been verified. De Morgan, in his
Budget of Paradoxea (pp. 232-236), gives many curious particulars of the
men and manners of this ancient body. The only link between the two
Societies is that Mr. Benjamin Gompertz, who was President of the earlier
Society when it expired, was elected (cf. Minutes, February 20th, 1865) a
member of the present Society "by acclamation." The late Mr. T. T.
Wilkinson contributed several papers to the Memoirs of the Literary and
Philosophical Society of Manchester, in which he gives sketches of members
of Mathematical Societies which were established at Manchester (1718) and
Oldham (1794).—See Vols. xi., xn., xrv., and xv.

EXPLANATION.—The authority for the first Session, from January 16th,
1865, to January 15th, 1866, is the Minute Book. There are two issues in
existence of the list for the second Session, from January 15th, 1866, to
November 8th, 1866. The later one has, on the title page only, the date
February ISth, 1866. It is apparently the January.list brought up to the
date of the meeting on February 19th, and includes, at the end, the names
of members elected on that day. These are marked f. There are certain
aiTangements in the earlier copy that do not obtain in the February copy,
which is drawn up on the lines now observed. The third Session lasted
from November 8th, 1866, to November 14th, 1867. From this latter date
the Sessions have always commenced on the second Thursday in November.

The column to the left of the page gives the date of election of the
member. The column to the right of the page, " 1869—1880," is to be
read: "The name is printed in the List for (1869—1870) up to and inclusive
of the List for (1880—1881)." The entry " February 19th, 1866,t" is to be
read: "Was elected on that day, but is printed in the List for January 15th,
1866, as explained above."

Members of the Society at its formation aime indicated by the * attached
to their names.

Messrs. Gompertz and Purkiss are entered on the last page of January,
1866, us members deceased since the formation of the Society, and Mr.
J. H. Rohrs, on the last page of 1875, as deceased since the last annual
general meeting.

The Society has had a Library from its foundation, and the Secretaries
for some time acted as Librarians. Of late years Honorary Librarians
have been appointed by the Council; amongst these have been Messrs.
R. A. Sampson, R. Holmes, F. W. Russell, and A. E. Western.

Jum 2Ut, 1900. R. TUCKER.




